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Water Security is National Security

The Global Water Security Center approaches water as the cornerstone on
which all other environmental security factors are built—the one that affects
us most in our daily lives.

Water security is critical to food, energy, and
health security-and water insecurity is
widespread.

According to the United Nations,
10% of the world’s population lives
in areas of high to critical water
stress.
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- - electricity requires more than contemporary conflicts. Water, food, energy and
P S health insecurity can cascade into security
- 10,000 gallons of water. threats by exacerbating conditions such as weak
governance and ethnic tensions that set the
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W9r|dW'd‘? in 2015, _5007000 farming becomes unprofitable due to drought-
F children died from diarrheal ;:Irivsn IcropEdecIine, faémers may chooslf tobflight
-a. H H or Violent Extremist Organizations to be able to
iy |IInesses, most of which ar:e c:a\used support their families. When military support is
d by unsafe water, poor sanitation, needed for humanitarian relief, it diverts
and inadequate hygiene. resources from defense activities. From long-

term climate projections to seasonal rainfall
outlooks, knowing what to expect will increase
water security by helping improve planning and
response.

GWSC’s Approach to Analysis: The Pathways to Instability Framework

Water Direct Secondary

e.g., quught, Impact Impact Conflict
Flooding e.g., Damaged e.g.,
transportation Economic

The Pathways to Instability framework illustrates how a biophysical water disturbance moves
through socio-political elements in a society to produce instability. All water disturbances
(biophysical phenomena driven by weather or by socio-environmental drivers like dam building or
water consumption) take place in a human and geographic context. These water disturbances can
directly impact landscapes and people and lead to secondary impacts like economic hardship or
food insecurity. These secondary changes enable actors to leverage shifting social conditions to
mobilize people to instability, which can range from communal clashes to diplomatic hostility and
war. Intervention and cooperation are possible at various points along the pathway, so conflict is
not a foregone conclusion.
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