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Summer 2022, European Drought Affecting River Navigation, Crops, and Hydropower QL20220831 EE

Widespread drought and heatwaves since May 2022 have reduced water levels, affecting river navigation, potential crop yields, and stored
water for hydropower and cooling of power plants. Dry conditions are predicted to continue through September.
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following similar droughts in Europe.
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Low water levels reducing shipments as
much as 75% for ships to navigate shallow
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Pathway to Impact

There was an average temperature anomaly of +0.9C in Low water levels impact river navigation, hydropower Drought and heat have impacted crops throughout
the Alps from Dec 2021-Mar 2022, leading to a smaller and cooling, and saltwater intrusion in the river systems Europe. Maize in particular is projected to be down
snowpack. Combined with a precipitation deficit in river - limiting transportation, power production, and 16% from the 2021/22 harvest for the European Union.

basins, rivers and reservoirs are at historic lows. reducing groundwater quality.
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